The analysis assumes it qualifies as an “open statement” and was given in hand by the author and not as a result of an interview or interrogation. Q and A format later recorded as a statement.

A SCAN report (Scientifc Content Analysis) is not intended to be an exhibit or evidence or proof or veracity or deception. Rather it is used to examine the words chosen by the author to help focus additional inquiries.

The reader is directed to www.lsiscan.com for more on the subject matter.

An "open statement" is an answer to an open question, in which the subject can say anything he/she wants.  It thus differs from an answer to a specific question, in which the 

subject is being directed by the interviewer as to what to say. This appears to qualify as an “open statement”. 

The SCAN technique deals only with activities and not with intentions. The SCAN analysis accepts only what the subject said, and not what was implied. SCAN does not deal with what people did, but with what people said that they did.

There is no subject who tells us everything which happened to him.  The truthful subject does not say everything, as well as the deceptive one.  Each subject enters the 

"editing" process - the process which tells the subject what is important for him to mention, and what is not important for him to include in the statement. 

The "editing process" means that the subject can report to us only what the subject remembers.  What the subject does not remember, the subject would not report to us.  

Therefore, the phrase "I don't remember" in an open statement (which is controlled by the "editing process", unlike answers to specific questions) is a signal of suppressing knowledge, according to SCAN theory and training.

The SCAN concept of "Total Belief in the Subject" dictates that we should ask the question: Is it possible that the statement is truthful but not the whole truth?

SCAN does not deal with what people did, but with what people said that they did.  Therefore, if a subject mentions an “unimportant link” (such as brushing teeth, getting undressed, or kissing someone good bye) it is relevant only because the subject specifically mentioned it.  Everyone does these things, but not everyone specifically says that they did them.

It is better to search for something that does not exist, than to refrain from searching for something which does exist.
In regard to suppressing knowledge: we should realize that there might be an "outside issue" (as it is called in the polygraph setting) which concerns the subject but has no bearing on the investigation.  This "outside issue" might produce a signal that knowledge is suppressed, without the interviewer knowing why.

1) Main Issue vs Trivial Issues

The statement was divided into the following times:

The first trivial issue: Prologue
From:5:20 PM on 12/29/03  I arrived home and let myself into the locked basement door.
To:5:20 PM on 12/29/03  I arrived home and let myself into the locked basement door.

The main issue: Event 
From:5:20 PM on 12/29/03  I arrived home and let myself into the locked basement door.
To:He really had nothing to run from and had done all of this out of bitterness that I had been slowly terminating our 3 month relationship because he had had a prior violent episode with me on 12/19/03 that also involved strangulation attempt.

The second trivial issue: Epilogue
From:He really had nothing to run from and had done all of this out of bitterness that I had been slowly terminating our 3 month relationship because he had had a prior violent episode with me on 12/19/03 that also involved strangulation attempt.
To:My daughter and I went straight to my mom’s house in Peterborough and then came to Jaffrey to alert the police.

The first trivial issue has 0.01 lines.    (=0% of the statement)
The main issue has 45.45 lines.    (=78% of the statement)
The second trivial issue has 12.50 lines.    (=22% of the statement)
Whenever the main issues is above 55%-60% of the statement, we suspect deception is present. 
The first sentence in a statement is a very important one.  It is the point where the subject decided to start the statement. In many cases, the first sentence might include the reason for the events that follow.

Please note that in the first sentence we find the following: “5:20 PM on 12/29/03  I arrived home and let myself into the locked basement door”. 
Thus the specific time may be very important to the writer. The subject started the story right at the main-issue.  The subject didn't tell us what happened before the event. PRIVATE 
This means that the story started "in a vacuum" which is very unlikely.  
The subject started the incident very close to the beginning of the statement, and ended the statement quite a bit after the incident was actually over.  This would tell us that it is possible that the incident did happen. However, the subject might be concealing information. 
The statement started with almost no trivial issue before the main-issue.  This should serve as an indication that something is wrong. The subject might be concealing information as to her whereabouts before the incident.
The subject said: “let myself into the locked basement door. On closing it behind” 


One should note that many people who were sexually abused in childhood would develop a bias in their statements, reporting opening and closing the door (which is "unimportant link" which is "doubly important"). This is due to the fact that in their childhood opening/closing the door signaled to them that the crime is going to start/end.

The subject said: “telling me that he intended to spend one last night together”

      The subject mentioned "talking" in an open statement.

When "talking" is mentioned in an open statement, it means that this was an important conversation; otherwise it wouldn't enter the statement.  

This should bring us to question the subject as to the content of the conversation.  If the subject confirms that it was an important conversation, then it is ok.  However, if the subject denies that it was an important conversation, then the only conclusion left is that the conversation itself was not important but having the conversation was important.

The subject said:” I was coerced into agreeing to permit him to him to have sex with me”
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “He had walked me through each room of the house prior to this and gathered up my cordless phones and cell phones” 
Please note that nothing is ever really out-of-sequence.  It is only "out-of-sequence" for the reader/listener, but it is "in-sequence" for the subject.  When the reader/listener will understand the statement completely, everything will be in-sequence.

The subject said: “He made my bedroom/computer room his base of operations.” 

These words are professional language which might be due to the subject's profession or to outside influence on the subject's language.

The subject said: “During the course of things” 

This indicates missing time in which the reader/listener does not know of the subject's activities.

The subject said: “During the course of things there was much talking”

When "talking" is mentioned in an open statement, it means that this was an important conversation; otherwise it wouldn't enter the statement.  

The subject said: “often let himself into my home” 
The changes in the language, from home, to house to home, are not justified by the sequence of events as they are described in the sentence.  This lack of consistency in the language indicates that the statement does not come from the subject's memory, indicating that deception is present at this point in the statement.
The subject said: “and it became evident that he had been keeping tabs on”

Please note the use of the word “became evident” which is found in the courtroom.

The subject said: “He spoke much of having nothing to lose by killing me”  This is different than  “He said he had nothing to loose by kill in me”
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “and secure the plane tickets”
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “and he affixed few strips over my mouth.”

These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “He had become upset that I wasn’t in  an amorous mood, and once bound”

These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “Other sex acts with him before and after being bound involved no condom.”

This is out of sequence information. Please note that nothing is ever really out-of-sequence.  It is only "out-of-sequence" for the reader/listener, but it is "in-sequence" for the subject.  When the reader/listener will understand the statement completely, everything will be in-sequence.
The subject said: “His coercion of me was based on him: 

This is high language as stated above and is also legal language as stated above.

The subject said: “he could proceed with his plans to travel in the morning.

These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “I had told him that I could write him a check and he could proceed with his plans to travel in the morning. He could leave me bound and I wouldn’t be discovered until he was long gone. He spoke instead of killing me” 

When "talking" is mentioned in an open statement, it means that this was an important conversation; otherwise it wouldn't enter the statement.  

The subject said: “spoke instead of killing me”” 
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject aid: “By this time I was begging for my life around the duct tape and saying I would help him with his plans in exchange

The subject is carrying on a conversation after “. He also had brought a roll of duct tape, and he affixed few strips over my mouth”
The subject said: “during the course of these talks he” .  Conversations taking place after her mouth has been taped over.  Note, she is bound, gagged and being threatened and she uses the passive term “these talks”.

The subject said: “One time I blacked out from the pressure of” 

The use of the term “one time” means than at another time she did not black out. Is it possible this was part of an S&M or B&D sex game?
The subject said: “by method of a murder-suicide.” 

This is legal language one would expect to hear in a court room .
The subject said: “He took a bottle of oxycodone from within my bathroom cupboard and counted the pills and was weighing the effect they would have with the alcohol he had already consumed from my refrigerator.
From within my bathroom cupboard is high language.  How does she know he was “ weighing the effect” ?

The subject said: “because of a dispute with his mom” 

These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said: “. To this end he did untie me” 
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said: “to alert him that I was home”
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said:”so that my husband and daughter would not come to the house. But he was still nervous of their arrival so  we got”

There are two main linguistic signals which indicate sensitivity:

a.
Explaining "why something happened" (because, since, 

so, as).

An open statement means that the subject reports to us "what happened" to him.  When the subject gives us the reason as to "why" something happened, the subject is outside the boundaries of the question.  Such information is considered "out-of-sequence" of events, 

since the statement only describes "what happened".

The fact that the subject told us why something happened makes the sentence a very sensitive point for the subject and therefore a very important sentence.
The possible arrival of the husband and daughter is a very sensitive area for the writer. 

The subject said: “He had me phone my estranged husband to alert him that I was home that morning to feed the dog after all, so that my husband and
Note the change in language from estranged husband to husband. The changes in the language are not justified by the sequence of events as they are described in the sentence.  This lack of consistency in the language indicates that the statement does not come from the subject's memory, indicating that deception is present at this point in the statement.

The subject said:  “5:20 PM on 12/29/03  I arrived home ………..and we got into my jeep at about 8:00 AM to go and retrieve.

This is only the second time the subject mentioned the time, thus this time is very important for her. Possibly the anticipated arrival of the husband.

The expected average pace of a statement is 3 lines per one hour (=lph).  When a subject writes more than 9 lph (=a deviation of more than 300%) it is definite that the subject is going to conceal major information later on in the statement.  When the subject writes less than one lph (=a deviation of more than 300% the other way) it is definite that the subject is concealing major information at that point in the statement.PRIVATE 

The pace of the statement up to this point is: .066 lines per hour. This quick pace should bring us to wonder if the subject might be concealing some significant information  in the statement.
The subject said: “I tried to get away by  Backing my jeep out of there honking my horn. He threw himself on top of me, mauling my face with his hands, climbing over me and into the passenger seat. I was threatened with renewed violence for my stunt”
Note the change in language from get away to stunt . The changes in the language are not justified by the sequence of events as they are described in the sentence.  This lack of consistency in the language indicates that the statement does not come from the subject's memory, indicating that deception is present at this point in the statement.
The subject said: “I was threatened with renewed violence for my” 
This is passive language and high language. One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said: and we went back to my home to regroup”
The subject used the pronoun "we" after the sexual encounter/ rape/ criminal restraint. It is not expected that a rape victim would use the pronoun "we" in regard to herself and the rapist.  The usage of the "we" after the sex indicates that there is a good possibility that the sex was with her consent. The word we enters the statement at this point and is used frequently thereafter.

)We then returned to my jeep (failing transmission now thanks to my escape attempt )

We retrieved his luggage and did a drive by of my mother in law
The subject said: “and did a drive by of my mother in law” Note the use of the professional, law enforcement type term of drive by. 
The subject said: “We then returned to my jeep (failing transmission now thanks to my escape attempt )”
Note the change in language from get away to stunt to escape attempt. The changes in the language are not justified by the sequence of events as they are described in the sentence.  This lack of consistency in the language indicates that the statement does not come from the subject's memory, indicating that deception is present at this point in the statement.
The subject said: “a better site to bind and leave me.  “
These words constitute a very high language.  One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.

The subject said: “This is now 11:00 AM or so” 
Using present tense / Using third person / Lack of pronouns / Passive language violates the formula of “first person singular past tense”. This formula establishes commitment on the part of the subject as to what happened.  But, since there is no commitment, there is no “Total Belief” on the part of the reader Since the subject ran away from commitment to that part of the story, it should be considered as a sensitive point for the subject and is likely to be unreliable.

The subject mentions a specific time. This may be an important time for her. Note the pace of the statement, in line per hour changed to 3 lines per hour between 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Prior to this is was .066 lph.

When we see a sudden change in the “subjective time” (=the pace at which the statement is written) from an average pace to a very slow pace, we should be on alert that the sensitive area is due to come right after the area of this slow pace.

The subject said: “Brian is back on line”

This is the first time she has told us that he was on line. Previously it was her.

Using present tense “is back” or / Using third person / Lack of pronouns / Passive language violates the formula of “first person singular past tense”. This formula establishes commitment on the part of the subject as to what happened.  But, since there is no commitment, there is no “Total Belief” on the part of the reader Since the subject ran away from commitment to that part of the story, it should be considered as a sensitive point for the subject and is likely to be unreliable. This is indicative of information coming from imagination and not memory.

The subject said: “He gets to being apologetic…”   “It comes to light that the traffic…” 
See above comments on present tense verbs.

The subject said: “he had had a prior violent episode with me on 12/19/03”  This sentence goes back to the first person past tense rule establishing commitment to the information. Is it possible this really happened and could it be the reason for this statement.?

The subject said: “my husband and daughter arrive.” 

The order in which the people enter the statement is important, as it might reflect their importance in the subject’s life. Note the use of the present tense verb “ arrive” See above comments. Also note the use f the possessive pronoun “my” with respect to the husband, indicating she is taking ownership of him and may still have feelings for him.

The subject said: “husband and daughter arrive. My estranged husband:
Note again the change in language from husband to estranged husband. The changes in the language are not justified by the sequence of events as they are described in the sentence.  This lack of consistency in the language indicates that the statement does not come from the subject's memory, indicating that deception is present at this point in the statement.
The subject said: “My estranged husband was not pleased that I had violated his homestead by permitting Brian in”

Note the use of the first person past tense rule establishing commitment to the information. If this statement is not accurate could this be the reason? However also note the use of the high language “violated his homestead”.

When the husband is in the picture this is a “homestead” when he is not in the picture it is a house or a home. Without him on the picture it is merely a building. When he is present it takes on more significance. 

The subject said :” Brian was standing next to my daughter”  

This is an unimportant ink, which is doubly important. When the exact location of sitting, standing or sleeping is mentioned there is a 70% chance of stress or tension at that time.
The subject said: “so I lied about the condition of my face, citing an automobile accident and I didn’t offer up any info on why I had not gone to work that day. It is now 12:30 PM on 12/30/03. My husband departed
There are two main linguistic signals which indicate sensitivity:

a.
Explaining "why something happened" (because, since, 

so, as).

An open statement means that the subject reports to us "what happened" to him.  When the subject gives us the reason as to "why" something happened, the subject is outside the boundaries of the question.  Such information is considered "out-of-sequence" of events, 

since the statement only describes "what happened".

The fact that the subject told us why something happened makes the sentence a very sensitive point for the subject and therefore a very important sentence.

b.
Leaving a place = "left" / "departed"

"Left" is an "unnecessary connection", indicating some sensitivity and that some information is missing at that point in the statement. Departed is also high language.
The subject said: “and left my daughter in my charge.” This is high language. One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said: “he visited no violence upon her . 

This is high language. One should note that high language used inside statements is usually associated with deception.
The subject said: “He said that is why he had stopped sort of burning my breasts with a lit cigarette as he had tried to do while I was bound.”
This is important information and is out of sequence information as we were not told of this event.  Please note that nothing is ever really out-of-sequence.  It is only "out-of-sequence" for the reader/listener, but it is "in-sequence" for the subject.  When the reader/listener will understand the statement completely, everything will be in-sequence.

The subject said :” necessary to keep the situation at the docile level that the introduction of my daughter into it had caused. “ See high language comments.
The subject said: “. At about 2:30 PM…” the pace of the statement at this point is 4.5 lph
The time between 12: 30 and 2: 30 is described by the slowest pace in the statement.  This calls for a very careful check.

The subject said: “At about 2:30 PM we all got into my Jeep and took” 

The subject used the pronoun "we" after the sexual encounter/ rape/ criminal restraint. It is not expected that a rape victim would use the pronoun "we" in regard to herself and the rapist.  The usage of the "we" after the sex indicates that there is a good possibility that the sex was with her consent. 
The subject said: “and parted ways.”  This is very passive language for a rape victim about to be away from her rapist/abductor.

There are contradictory signals in the subject's story.  On one hand, there is a signal that the some of the statement is taken from memory.  On the other hand, there are many signals that there might be deception present in the statement. The fact that the subject reported the event might be connected to the subject's relationship with her husband and daughter. 

One should note that in many false allegations in regard to rape, the person who entered the statement toward the end might be the reason that the statement was produced.
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